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Course Description 

The first course in the art program consists of experimentation with a variety of media and techniques as well as a study of Art History.  Emphasis is placed on the basic principles of good design and their application.  Neatness is stressed and the student is taught the proper use of tools and materials.  In this course there are several projects that are required in order to expose the student to various media and prominent artwork and artists throughout history in order to produce and accumulate knowledge in the field of art.  Some of these areas include painting, sculpture, ceramics, drawing and graphics.
Student Learning Expectations:

The Shepherd Hill student demonstrates an understanding of culture and the arts.

Texts/Materials:

Students should bring a sketchbook (8 x 11) and pencil to class everyday.  All other materials will be provided by SHRHS.
Assessment/Grading Policy:

There are five types of grades in this course.  

· Projects are worth 100 points each (approximately 40 % of course grade.)

Projects are graded on the following criteria:

1. Craftsmanship

2. Creativity

3. Incorporation of elements and principles of design

4. Class preparation

5. Time on task

6. Clean-up and care of equipment
· Daily Participation and Effort is recorded multiple times each class period and worth up to 20 points per week (approximately 20% of course grade)
· Sketchbook Journal is worth 100 points each term (approximately 20% of course grade) 
Sketchbook is graded on the completeness and effort in the following areas:  

note-taking, opening drawing exercises, written assignments, project sketches, self-assessments and reflections.

It is a requirement of the course to spend at least one hour per week drawing in the sketchbook journal.

· Formal Self-Assessments and Quizzes are worth 100 points (approximately 10% of course grade.)
· Tests are worth 100 points (approximately 10% of course grade.)
Classroom Procedures/Requirements:

1. All projects must be completed in a timely manner.

2. Treat all people and materials with respect.

3. Listen to and follow directions.

4. Always use appropriate language.

5. Stay in your seat unless instructed to do otherwise.

6. Put all materials away in the appropriate place.

7. Leave food and drink outside the classroom.
Student Signature:  


___________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:
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*Signature indicates receipt of course syllabus.
















“. . . committed to excellence with pride and unity.”


